[Collagen degradation products in amniotic fluid].
It was found that amniotic fluid (38-42 Hbd) contains hydroxyproline in concentration about 10 micrograms/ml. Gel filtration and dialysis demonstrated that most of hydroxyproline exists in a form of low molecular weight products. Furthermore, it was found that amniotic fluid contains a protein which eluates during gel filtration in void volume of the column. It gives a positive reaction for hydroxyproline but the absorption spectrum of such product is not characteristic for this amino acid. Furthermore, it is not digested by bacterial collagenase. It allows to conclude that amniotic fluid (38-42 Hbd) does not contain collagenous proteins. Only low molecular weight degradation products were found. Only part of them is susceptible on the action of bacterial collagenase.